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BILL McCARTHY, heroic seaman, climbed to the top 
on 13th St. and Fourth Ave. when police ban- 
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Union Square, August 2, 1950 


This happened on New York streets, Aug. 2, 1950, because 
Mayor O'Dwyer bansiéd the people's right to speak for peace. 

For the first ‘time in the city’s ‘history, the right of workers to 
meet in historic Union Square, their traditional meeting place for~ 
over a century, was denied them. 

Fifteen thousand New Yorkers came from all boroughs to 
demonstrate for anend: af the Korean war through mediation to 
save the lives of Americans and the Korean pedple. They marched 
chanting, “We ‘want peace. No police state.” 

Hundreds of ‘thousands of New Yorkers afterward saw what 
happened. They saw the city's citizens — patriots — assaulted with» 
Nazi-like brutality by one of the biggest mobilizations of police the 
city had ever witnessed. 

Women as well as men were beaten. But the demonstrators 
reformed their ranks and continued. After Union Square they went 
to the Eternal Light in Madison Square Park where speakers tried 
to tead the Constitution, and the World Peace Pledge to outlaw 
the atombomb. 

Mounted cops pursued them here, and rode into them tearing 
the speakers fromi ‘their place, hurling them to the ground. 

The peace crusaders ‘then continued to Herald Square where 


Several workers Tend the Constitution end the Bill of Rights They 
sang “We Shall Not Be Moved.” 


Later, about 10 clock, ‘they a — despite the day’ 
police ‘terror—in the Times where the sidewa 
were jammed by many thousands :iah saesiniodl edi: sanit dooms 
a silent demonstration ‘for peace. 


THE CROWDS OF WORKERS assembled on the 
streets around Union Square at 5 o'clock. Above is an early - 
scene in front of Ohrbach’s Department Store on l4th St. 
between . University Place and Broadway. Thousands 
more came later from work. They crossed the street at 
5:45 to the Union Square side, and marched chanting “We 
want peace,” until the cops descended on them at a su- 
perior's signal. Then the brutalities began. | 

The scene at. left was duplicated several hundred 
times. A demonstrator is beaten to the ground and kicked 
by O'Dwyer’s cops. This one holds his glasses from being 
shattered. Women, too, wére struck in the face, hurled 
to the street, beaten by police fists, But inyariably they 
returned to continue their demonstration to save American 
lives by peace. “th 

Photos by Peter and John M. 
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